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Love Earth May 2024

From the Honourable Principal
Dr. Sima Chakrabarti

©

Earth and sky to link

It's black when whispering pain
Down the geo historical hybrid lane
Warming my melody mystery hidden
Qozing exciting words upto golden
That evaporate slowly and dazzle as rain
In drops from the sky a page to enlighten.
My thunder thoughts blink
Melting the coagulated ink
Activating a passive pen pink
Desperately diving to drink
Earth and sky straight away to link
In a pasteurizing passion me to sink
Whether at rest or in motion to think.
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CHARMING CHARIDA : FOND MEMORIES

Smt. Ritabrita Saha
Faculty, Department of Geography

Every year, students of Semester V are
taken on an educational excursion to
places of geographical importance as
part of fulfilment of curriculum of
University of Calcutta wunder CBCS
system. Students study the physical and
socio-economic aspects of the place and
prepare a detailed field report under the
supervision of two teachers. In 2023,
Dr. Uttam Kumar Sardar, Head of the
department and |, performed the
aforesaid duty and conducted the 3-days field trip to Charida Village in
Purulia district and provided guidance to make the report. In this trip, |
was accompanied by my family members as my son was only 1 year 8
months old then, so | could not leave him at home. On 26th September,
2023, we with 27 students boarded Howrah-Chakradharpur Express that
departed Howrah station at midnight and reached Barabhum station 8
O'clock in the morning. From there, we travelled to Baghmundi village
by car via Baghmundi-Jhalda road. Hotel Rangini Ajodhya was booked
for the entire stay at Baghmundi. The hotel is a two-storied building,
linear in shape and has an open grass-green ground in front of it,
surrounded by short flower plants. The open ground is used for parking.
The hotel provided both food and lodging for us. After breakfast, we
geared up for survey work and headed towards Charida Village. Landuse

F ) survey, household survey, market
survey, traffic survey, hotel survey
and Dumpy and Prismatic Compass
survey (Profile only) were done by
different groups of students under
our supervision. The whole work was
divided into two segments- day
segment and evening segment.
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All students wholeheartedly
participated in survey and completed
the work within the stipulated
time.Charida village is situated in
Baghmundi CD block in Jhalda
subdivision of the Purulia district in
West Bengal. It is about 2 km from
Baghmundi village, at the scenic
foothills of the Ajodhya hills.
The area is home to Chhau dance and the spectacular masks of Chhau
dance are made in Charida, thus making Charida the mask-village or
Mukhos Gram of West Bengal. Charida is a perfect example of a
commercial village. This is the unique significance of the village that led
us to select the place as our study area. Around 150 families are engaged
in mask-making. It involves five elaborate processes and takes two to
seven days to complete a mask. We explored the village and the
mask-making shops while surveying.
The next day, we set off for visiting the nearby tourist attractions.
Meanwhile, students built a friendly relation with Dipto, my son and they
had a wonderful time together during the whole tour. All of us started
the journey early in the morning. While climbing up the hill, all students
exhilarated in joy. Our first stop was Kestobazar dam and Lahariya
temple. This dam constitutes the lower part of the Lower dam of
Ajodhya hills. The Lower dam is tucked within the hills and the view was
breathtaking. A viewpoint on the road over this reservoir gives a
panoramic view of the lake and the towering hills. Afterwards, we
traversed through the hairpin bends and the white Kash Phool fields to
reach the Upper dam. This reservoir is larger and deeper than the Lower
one. Our next stop was Mayur Pahar. This rocky hilltop was once a

- roaming-place of peacocks, hence the
name. Steep ravines ran down the
slopes and gave a fascinating view of
the surrounding terrain. From there, we
went to Marble Lake which, in my
opinion, was the star of the show. It is a
crystal-clear lake amidst the
picturesque hillocks that transcended
us into an ethereal state. It felt simply
out of this world. Our last destination
was Bamni falls
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which is a very popular tourist attraction.
This waterfall is a true representation of
vitality, spirit and unblemished purity of
nature, flanked by green foliage. The sound
of water flowing into the Lower dam, is all
that can be heard. This is where the
students enjoyed the most. A frightfully
adventurous 500-steps stair led us to a
serene landscape of the falls. It is a known
fact that climbing upstairs is harder than
going down. Some students faced difficulty
during ascending and rain made it more
troublesome. But overall experience was
mesmerizing. We came back to the hotel
thereafter. In the evening, we went to
Charida village again to buy the famous
Chhau masks and we walked all along. The starry sky, the silent
countryside, the fresh air made an inexplicably lasting impression on
my mind. Nighttime Charida appeared more vibrant as the mask shops
were all lit in neon blue. The students also expressed that the whole
tour was unforgettable, an encounter of a lifetime. There was more in
store for the evening delight. On the open ground of the hotel, a
Chhau Pala was performed which all of us thoroughly enjoyed. The
performers were dressed in colourful costumes depicting Ma Durga,
Asur, Lion, Mayur etc, with enormous masks. Their magnificent
performance was the cherry on top.

Our trip was coming to its end. We bid goodbye to Charida and
Baghmundi the next day, 28th September, 2023. We took Ranchi
Howrah Superfast Express that left Barabhum station at 9.30 AM. The
train journey was even funnier and amusing. As students chatted,
laughed and played with Dipto, we ended our excursion on a sweet
note and | came home with a lot of fond memories.
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AN ENCOUNTER WITH A B.Sc
GEOGRAPHY STUDENT

Kiran Kumari Shaw
Semester- 4

Today | met a college girl with a book of Atlas in her hands,
She was holding a big paper map and nearby me she stands.

Then | saw her ID card, B.Sc Geography was written over there,
| couldn't resist myself from asking her coz of this | wasn't aware.

She replied to me in a geographical way which | found not easy to
adapt,
That how can she be studying an arts subject by going to a lab.

Because she said Geography is not just about measuring centimetres
and miles,

Rather it is called from the very beginning the mother of the science.

Then she showed me her geo box full of mathematical instruments,
And started doing some calculations using trigonometrical arguments.

This encounter as a whole transformed my overall conception,
"Geography is so boring", and this was just my misperception.

That day only | decided of taking B.Sc Geography in future,
And now | too am studying an arts subject which is scientific in nature.
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TRAVELOGUE

Europa Roy
Semester- 2

One of my passion is travelling. Travel involves visiting new places, meeting
several new people getting to know about their culture and cuisine. | like to
travel various places, explore new things and | love adventures. Suddenly a
miraculous thing happened with me, after completing my exam and going
through a hectic schedule, my father came to me and handed me an
envelope. | got very excited to know what's inside, as he knew that | was
getting bored these days. As | opened, | found out that it was a train ticket
from Howrah to Mysore. The ticket was for tomorrow’s train and so we started
packing our luggages, arranging everything hastily. My excitement this trip
was coming near to me. The very next day we boarded our train at 04:15 pm
and it will reach Mysore next day. It was a very lovely train journey moving
through the lush green valleys and the vast sky with its ever changing canvas.
Finally after a long journey of about 1480 km we reached Mysore.

Mysore is @ major tourist attraction in Karnataka. Completing our check-in at
our hotel, the very first place we visited was the “Mysore Palace”. | was
mesmerized by its beauty. Next we visited a very old museum which had
beautiful sculptures of the renowned artists and among those the most
fabulous paintings was by Raja Ravi Verma. He painted in his own style as if
the person is alive and it was so much realistic. After visiting several places,
we went to a restaurant to try the authentic Mysore cuisine. Firstly we ate the
most famous “Mysore Dosa” and “Maddur Vada”, and then we tried“Ragi
Mudde” and “Mysore Pak”. The taste of all these dishes are still there in my
mouth.

On the very next day we visited Mysore local market and we got to know
about sandalwood and rosewood artifacts, stones, sculptures and silk sarees.
Being a member of Indian family, saree is always an emotion to us, and so |
could not resist myself from buying those sarees. On the evenving, we visited
“Chamundi Hills”, it was quite a breathtaking view from the hills. Gradually we
visited the famous “Temple of Chamundeshwara”. Finally it was our last night
at Mysore and with all those pleasant memories we had to leave for our home,
Kolkata.

After a long journey, | started missing the comfort of the cozy bed in my room
and also the easy meals which are very delicious. | had a mixed bouquet of
feelings about leaving Mysore and then coming back to my home.

Bibliogr‘aphy; https://www-ielts-menter.com
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Glimpses of Departmental Activities

2025-20214 4

Special lecture by Dr. Falguni Dey

National Level Book Published by
Soha Hossain and Soumi Mitra ,
Faculties of the Department,
being presented to
Principal Madam.

Visit to Birla Planetarium

+
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